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6.4 International Conventions

International conventions are agreements made between countries to solve global problems and protect human
life and the environment. Countries cooperate through international conventions to address issues such as climate

change, biodiversity loss, pollution, and natural resource conservation.

Definition of International Conventions

International conventions are formal agreements between countries that establish common rules, responsibilities,

and actions on important global issues.

Importance of International Conventions

International conventions are important because environmental and social problems affect many countries.

Cooperation helps nations solve these problems effectively.

Promote international cooperation. Protect the environment. Reduce pollution and climate change. Conserve

biodiversity. Promote sustainable development.

Major International Environmental Conventions

1. The Kyoto Protocol

The Kyoto Protocol is an international agreement aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions. It encourages

countries to reduce activities that contribute to global warming.

2. The Paris Agreement

The Paris Agreement is a global treaty that aims to limit the rise in global temperature. Countries work together to

reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

3. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

The Convention on Biological Diversity focuses on protecting plants, animals, and ecosystems. It promotes

conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

Diagram: International Cooperation

Created by Jemal Nasiro | web: jemalonlineacademy.com.et | Email: jemalnasiro2026 @gmail.com | phone:+2519 25832288




JOA — Jemal Online Academy Biology Grade 12

Globa Cooperation

Climate Action Biodiversity Pollution Control

Created by Jemal Nasiro | web: jemalonlineacademy.com.et | Email: jemalnasiro2026 @gmail.com | phone:+2519 25832288




JOA — Jemal Online Academy Biology Grade 12

Other Important International Conventions

1. Montreal Protocol

The Montreal Protocol aims to protect the ozone layer by reducing the use of harmful chemicals such as

chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs).

2. Ramsar Convention

The Ramsar Convention focuses on the protection of wetlands and water resources. Wetlands are important

habitats for many living organisms.

3. CITES Convention

CITES controls international trade in endangered plants and animals. It helps protect species from extinction.

Role of Countries in International Conventions

Countries participating in international conventions have responsibilities.

Implement environmental laws. Reduce pollution. Protect forests and wildlife. Promote public awareness. Support

sustainable development programs.

Benefits of International Conventions

International conventions provide many environmental and social benefits.

Improve global environmental protection. Reduce global warming. Protect endangered species. Promote peaceful

cooperation. Encourage scientific research.

Table of Important Conventions

Convention Main Purpose

Kyoto Protocol Reduce greenhouse gases
Paris Agreement Limit global warming

CBD Protect biodiversity
Montreal Protocol Protect ozone layer

CITES Protect endangered species

Important Notes
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« International conventions are agreements between countries.
» They help solve global environmental problems.

» The Paris Agreement focuses on climate change.

» CITES protects endangered species.

« International cooperation is important for sustainable development.

Summary

International conventions are important agreements that help countries work together to solve global
environmental problems. Major conventions such as the Kyoto Protocol, Paris Agreement, CBD, Montreal
Protocol, and CITES help protect the environment, reduce pollution, conserve biodiversity, and support

sustainable development.

Review Questions and Answers

1. What are international conventions?

They are agreements between countries on global issues.

2. What is the aim of the Paris Agreement?

To reduce global warming and greenhouse gases.

3. Which convention protects biodiversity?

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).

4. What does CITES protect?

Endangered plants and animals.

5. What is the purpose of the Montreal Protocol?

To protect the ozone layer.

6. Why are international conventions important?

They promote cooperation and environmental protection.
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